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“When the character of a man is not clear to you, look at his friends.”

~Japanese Proverb~
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WASHINGTON REPORT

Veterans Disability Benefits Commission (VDBC) Meets

This past week the VDBC had their first meeting of the new year. They acted on several administrative issues and also heard testimony from a panel of service members who were amputees and one who also had Traumatic Brain Injuries. Their testimony detailing some good and bad experiences they had with both the DOD and VA medical systems was very compelling. One commissioner said the testimony was “eye opening!”

Of importance the commissioners also worked on their schedule for field visits to many different regions of the country. Their first visit will be the entire commission going to the Tampa/St. Petersburg, Florida area. They will be in town 15-17 February. They will be having a Town Hall meeting at the Tampa Hilton on the evening of 15 February from 7-9pm. Please make your plans now to attend. Also the entire public meeting will be held on 16 February from 8:30am to 4:45pm. This is a public meeting open to anyone. There will be a short public comment period during this meeting. If you can attend either or both of these meeting please do so. The commissioners are anxious to hear from you.

The remaining visits have not been finalized but will be held in the following cities:

March – San Antonio, Texas

April – Chicago, Illinois

May – St. Louis, Missouri

June – San Diego, California

July – Seattle, Washington

August – Boston, Massachusetts

September – Atlanta, Georgia

As soon as plans are finalized for the remaining visits we will pass them on. Although the remaining visits will only involve a small number of commissioners, and there will be no “public meetings” they are planning to have “town hall” meetings at every site.

Asbestos Bill Action Starting

The Senate will begin debate on S. 852, the Fairness in Asbestos Injury Resolution Act (FAIR Act), on February 6th, according to Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Senator Arlen Specter.  Under the bill, victims would lose their right to sue employers and claims would be paid instead by the $140 billion fund to be financed by asbestos defendant companies and insurers.  This is particularly important for veterans, as they are prohibited from suing the Federal government.  Like all sick victims of asbestos exposure, veterans deserve to receive compensation for their illnesses.  The FAIR Act is the only solution to the asbestos crisis that specifically takes veterans into account and ensures that they get the help they need.   NAUS, along with 16 other veterans' groups, strongly supports the FAIR Act.

The American Insurance Association objects to the bill, complaining that the legislation as written does not provide insurance companies with "certainty" and "finality" at a cost they can afford.  Opponents of the measure in the Senate are seeking to link the bill to the current debate over Congressional ethics and lobbying reform, because some business interests support the measure.

The time is now for NAUS members to contact their Senators and let them know this bill deserves to be considered now, before it’s too late for many of our country’s uniformed services veterans.  
The only other news from the Hill this week is that Senate Majority Leader Frist (R-TN) has introduced a cloture bill to probably be voted on Monday to limit the debate to 30 hours on the Judge Alito nomination for the Supreme Court. The House is due back on January 31 in time for the Presidents State of the Union speech.

______________________________________________________________________

HEALTH CARE NEWS

Civilian Inpatient Rates Increase Slightly                                 
(TMA News Release)

 Effective Oct. 1, 2005, the daily cost of inpatient care in civilian hospitals for active duty family members under TRICARE Standard and TRICARE Extra increased from $13.90 to $14.35 per day or $25, whichever is greater. For example, if a family member of an active duty service member is an inpatient for one day, he or she will pay $25. For inpatient stays that are two days or more, the cost will be $13.90 per day. 

 
The TRICARE Standard diagnosis-related group (DRG) daily rate for most civilian non-mental health hospital admissions increased to $535, from $512 last year. This rate increase applies only to retirees, their families and survivors who use TRICARE Standard. They must pay either $535 per day or a cost share of 25 percent of the hospital's billed charges, whichever is less. A 25 percent allowable charge for separately billed professional services could also apply. There is no DRG rate increase for beneficiaries who use a civilian TRICARE network facility under TRICARE Extra. 

 
Rates for inpatient mental health care or a substance-use disorder increased from $169 to $175 per day for retirees, their families and survivors who use TRICARE Standard. They also pay 25 percent of the allowable charge for separately billed professional services. The inpatient mental health rate is unchanged under TRICARE Prime and Extra for family members of active duty service members, military retirees, their families and survivors. 
___________________________________________________________________________

ACTIVE DUTY NEWS

Military OneSource Offers FREE TurboTax Filing

The Department of Defense has purchased the rights to two different TurboTax programs, Basic and Deluxe and have made them available to ALL Active Duty and Guard and Reserve members regardless of activation status and their family members. 

In order to use this free service go to www.militaryonesource.com and you can then click on the TurboTax program to file both your federal and state taxes.

You will have to answer some questions, provide the amounts of your earnings, taxes withheld etc. But then TurboTax will actually fill out the forms for you. Then you will have the choice to print and mail your taxes on your own or have the program e-file your return. E-filing is much faster and usually if you are due a refund, you would receive it in about 10 days.

If you have any questions call 1-800-342-9647

DOD Offers New Anonymous Mental Health Assessment Tool

This week DOD has started a new program designed to assist both service personnel and their families to help determine if there are problems connected with their return from deployment and mobilization.

This new program is called the Metal Health Self-Assessment (MHSA) Program. It will be available in two forms. Units can request the materials to offer the program in person to their members or families or individuals can go to a website to take part. The website is located at www.MilitaryMentalHealth.org  The program is totally anonymous. No names or any other personal information is asked. The questions and scenarios depicted are service specific. For example a soldier will get the Army version, as his deployment and actions while deployed will vary greatly from a sailor. The sailor and other services will have specifically directed programs.

This self-assessment is geared towards determining if you as service person or a family member might have a problem.  The five initial self-assessments include:

· Depression

· Alcohol Disorders

· Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder

· Generalized Anxiety Disorder

· Bipolar Disorder

American Airlines extends several special officers to Active Duty
American Airlines has extended its special offers for members of the U.S. Armed Forces and their families, including discounted airfares, relaxed advance purchase requirements and preferred boarding privileges through June 1, 2006. 

 

These special deals are available to active-duty members of the U.S. Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marines, Navy, National Guard and Reserves who are on leave or furlough (including those who are traveling within seven days of discharge from active service), and their spouses and dependent children who qualify for the special military fares. 

 

In addition, the discounted military fares may be purchased up to a week after reservations are made, as opposed to 24 hours for most non-military discount fares--making it easier to make travel arrangements. The discounts cover travel to domestic and various international destinations.  Military ID must be presented at the time of airport check-in. These fares are not available via the Internet. 

 

American is also continuing to invite uniformed military personnel to pre-board with first class passengers or at any time during the boarding process. 

 

Also, U.S. military men and women who are participating in Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation Enduring Freedom can make use of the Admirals Club facilities at all airport locations that do not have USO facilities between flights when they are on emergency or leave from their overseas duties.  Family members and relatives accompanying these military personnel may also use Admirals Club facilities. 

 

For more information visit www.aa.com and click on Net SAAver Special Offers, Military Appreciation Sale.
New Coast Guard Commandant to be Nominated by White House

The President has indicated that he will soon nominate VADM Thad W. Allen to be the next Commandant of the US Coast Guard.  Admiral Allen was put in charge of the federal relief effort related to Hurrican Katrina in September, relieving then-FEMA Director Michael Brown of those duties.

_________________________________________________________________________

VETERANS NEWS

VA Awards $5 Million for South Carolina Veterans Cemetery

(DVA News Release)
To help ensure that South Carolina veterans have a final resting place that honors their service, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) today awarded a grant of more than $5 million to the state to establish a new veterans cemetery in Anderson.

"By partnering with state veterans cemeteries, the Department of Veterans Affairs is able to honor our commitment to the men and women who have served in uniform," said the Honorable R. James Nicholson, Secretary of Veterans Affairs. "This partnership provides a final resting place for South Carolina veterans that meets the high standards of a national shrine." 
At a ceremony in Columbia, William F. Tuerk, VA Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs, presented a symbolic check for $5,183,850 to Gov. Mark Sanford covering the cost of the facility.

The grant will pay 100 percent of the cost to build the 57-acre cemetery in the western part of the state.  In its initial development of 22 acres, the cemetery will provide more than 6,800 casket gravesites, 740 cremation burial sites and 800 columbarium niches for cremated remains.  The grant also provides cemetery infrastructure, including roads, administration and maintenance buildings, an assembly area and a committal service shelter.  Design costs and equipment to operate the cemetery also are funded.
VA's State Cemetery Grants Program complements VA’s 122 national cemeteries.  The grants have helped to establish, expand or improve 68 state veterans cemeteries in 36 states and Guam that provided more than 20,000 burials in fiscal year 2005.   Since the program began in 1980, VA has awarded 149 grants totaling $245 million. 

_________________________________________________________________________

NAUS NEWS

ALERT FOR NAUS MEMBERS IN MARYLAND!!

As those of you who live in Maryland know, there has been an effort for the past several state legislative sessions to pass a bill that would exempt all military retired pay from state taxes. Supporters of this issue say they have assurances from leaders of the Maryland House and Senate that the bill will be given a good chance this year. Additionally Maryland Governor Ehrlich supports the legislation.

On Monday February 6th, supporters of the bill are holding a rally at Lawyers Square, next to the State House in Annapolis. The rally starts at 4:40 p.m. There will be a reception afterwards.

Everyone interested in seeing this issue move rapidly and be passed should attend the rally. Plan to get to Lawyers Square around 4p.m. We hope that a lot of NAUS members will attend.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1New NAUS Chapter Forming in Fresno

The Fresno Chapter of NAUS is moving ahead with their formation. At 7PM February 16th, the formation meeting will be held in the Clovis California Veterans Memorial. 

Retired Navy Chief Petty Officer Bob Apple together with CMSgt Donald Ginther, USAF Ret and his wife Elizabeth have played major rolls in the development of this new chapter. They attended their first meeting of NAUS in Merced, California where they were able to meet NAUS President MG Bill Matz and his wife. This added to the enthusiasm for forming a Fresno Chapter. Since that first meeting, they have visited the Merced Chapter again, whereupon the Chapter President Mr. Normand Cloutier, extended the offer of help to get the chapter up and running.

We invite all members of NAUS who reside in the Central California area of Fresno, Kings, and Tulare counties, to become a charter member of this the Fresno Chapter. 

For additional information contact, Bob Apple at (559) 291-2774 or by email at ahab1999@hotmail.com  

NAUS Survey Still in Progress

There’s still time to let us know what you think and take the NAUS member survey online (simply click on this link http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=50441632206).  More than 600 total survey responses have been received to date (online and mailed in).  Now’s the time to help us help you by participating in this survey – it only takes a few minutes.  Thank you. 

NAUS Offers New Benefit

Don’t worry about your holiday spending balances for 9 Months*.  Transfer your current balances to the only card that supports the National Association For Uniformed Services and receive 0% on balance transfers for 9 months*.  The NAUS Visa® Platinum card also provides great benefits, including: no annual fee, your choice of benefits and rewards, plus, a percentage of every purchase goes directly to support the mission of NAUS.

Click Here to apply today by visiting www.usbank.com/NAUS106. Hurry, this offer ends March 31, 2006.

*Click the product name for terms and conditions:  Platinum, Cash Rewards, Select Rewards,

The creditor and issuer of the Visa card is the U.S. Bank National Association ND
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GOD BLESS AMERICA
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